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In early May, the US government released the long-awaited guidelines on access for Mexican
trucks to US roads, bringing the five-year dispute one step closer to resolution. The release of the
guidelines follows the announcement by the US government of its intention to comply with a ruling
by a special panel created under the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The panel
ruled last year that the US must allow full access to Mexican trucks or offer monetary compensation
to Mexico (see SourceMex, (see SourceMex, 2001- 02-14).
Mexico requested the creation of the panel in 1998 because of the consistent refusal of the US to
allow access to Mexican trucks beyond a 32-km zone inside the US-Mexico border (see SourceMex,
1998-08-23). Under NAFTA guidelines, the US had committed to gradually open its roads to Mexican
trucks in 1995, granting full access to its territory by 2000.
But former US President Bill Clinton's administration refused to open US roads to Mexican truckers,
citing concerns about the wide difference in requirements in each country regarding weight,
size, insurance coverage, and the age of the Mexican trucking fleet (see SourceMex, 1994-02-23,
1996-01-17).

Mexico urges US to open border before 2002
The Mexican government, while pleased with the change in the stance of the US government
under President George W. Bush's administration, is nevertheless concerned about some of the
guidelines that will govern the new opening. For example, Economy Secretary Luis Ernesto Derbez
has called on the US to open the border sooner than the effective date of Jan. 1, 2002, announced by
the Department of Transportation (DOT).
Derbez, who was scheduled to meet with US Transportation Secretary Norman Mineta and other US
officials in early May, was also expected to bring up concerns from the Mexican trucking industry
about strict guidelines the US will require for Mexican truck drivers. He said Mexican truck drivers
are concerned that the guidelines will make them subject to discrimination.
The DOT guidelines require all Mexican truck drivers traveling into the interior of the US to apply
for a permit and submit to an audit every 18 months. To receive the permit, which will cost US
$300, drivers must offer proof of insurance and documents listing their medical and work histories.
Drivers will also have to show English-language proficiency and submit to drug and alcohol tests.
The economy secretary said the Fox administration is considering rejecting the US regulations and
instead asking to pay economic compensation, an option allowed under the ruling issued by the
special NAFTA panel.
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US officials insist that the guidelines were drawn up with safety in mind. "These [preliminary rules]
will help ensure that all Mexican trucks and drivers entering the United States will be subject to the
same safety standards that apply to US and Canadian drivers," Mineta said in a statement shortly
after the guidelines were announced. Mexican truck industry says guidelines discriminatory The
Mexican trucking industry is disputing Mineta's statements, saying that US and Canadian truck
drivers are not always subject to the same strict guidelines.
Miguel Quintanilla Rebollar, president of the Camara Nacional de Autotransporte de Carga
(CANACAR), raised strong concerns that these guidelines would encourage discrimination against
Mexican truck drivers. But Quintanilla said CANACAR would offer a more detailed response
after officials from the organization have reviewed the new US guidelines with Derbez and
Communications Secretary Pedro Cerisola. CANACAR represents 80% of all Mexican truck drivers.
Luis Zaragoza Flores, director of the Asociacion Mexicana de Transportistas, went one step further,
describing the new regulations as a further attempt by the US to delay opening its roads to Mexican
truckers. Zaragoza's organization represents six of Mexico's largest trucking companies, all of which
have requested permits to operate in the US. Zaragoza called on the Mexican government to impose
similar strict requirements on US truck drivers who bring their vehicles into Mexico.
While Mexican truck drivers have criticized the US guidelines as overly strict, some opponents in
the US said the DOT directives are too lenient. The International Brotherhood of Teamsters, a labor
union that represents most US truck drivers, said the government should require Mexican truck
drivers to submit to the guidelines sooner.
Under the guidelines, Mexican truckers would be able to wait as long as 18 months to submit to the
audit after receiving permission to operate in the US. "We're asking Mexican trucking companies to
go from meeting no standards to filling out a piece of paper saying they now meet these standards,"
said Caldwell. (Sources: Associated Press, Notimex, 05/01/01; Excelsior, El Universal, The Dallas
Morning News, 05/02/01; Reforma, 05/02/01, 05/03/01; La Cronica de Hoy, 05/03/01; El Economista,
05/02- 04/01; La Jornada, 05/04/01; El Universal, 05/04/01, 05/08/01)
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